May 8, 2019 


HAND-DELIVERED 

Hon. Rich Fitzgerald 
County Executive 
Allegheny County Courthouse 
436 Grant St #101 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

RE: Hiring of new Allegheny County Public Defender 


Dear County Executive Fitzgerald: 

With the imminent ascension of current public defender Elliot Howsie to the common pleas 
bench, we the undersigned join in asking that you undertake a national search to identify and recruit the 
best possible replacement, and to do so via a transparent selection process. As the head of an office 
that represents upward of 25,000 people annually, the Public Defender plays a vital role in not only 
ensuring that every client receives constitutional representation, but also in promoting and helping to 
achieve a fairer and more equitable criminal justice system. 

The County's Criminal Justice Task Force aptly recognized that under your leadership, "Allegheny 
County already has earned national respect as a center of excellence in criminal justice." University of 
Pittsburgh, Institute of Politics, Criminal Justice Progress Report (2018). The Report also noted, however, 
that "further work must be done if the county is to achieve even higher levels of fairness and cost- 
effectiveness, while preserving public safety." Among the areas identified by the Task Force as needing 
attention are: 

• over-incarceration caused by overuse of monetary bail, probation periods twice as long as 
the national average, and lengthy court-processing times, especially around detainers; 

• a stark racial disparity in the arrests of black males, which is twelve times that for white 
males and twice the national average; and 

• the need for more diversion opportunities and sentencing alternatives, especially for people 
fighting mental illness. 

The Report notes that despite laudable progress over the past few years, there is still "enormous 
potential for improvement... to achieve higher levels of fairness and to reduce dramatically escalating 
costs." 


Hiring an accomplished professional with national experience in administering indigent defense 
programs and promoting criminal justice reform is essential if Allegheny County is to take the next step 
in addressing the racial disparities and other serious problems identified by the Task Force. Whether the 
County uses monies that were budgeted but underspent by the Public Defender's Office over the past 
few years or secures grant funding (which local foundations offered in 2012 for a PD search), we urge 
you to hire a search firm to help recruit and identify the best possible candidates, who may turn out to 
be local after all. But we owe it to county residents to do a robust search. We also ask that you keep 
the selection process open and transparent. 

We stand ready to assist you and the County with the hiring process. Please do not hesitate to 
contact any of us if we can be of assistance. Thank you. 


Respectfully, 



Aaron Wade 
Executive Director 
A Vision 

Bret Grote, Esq. 

Abolitionist Law Center 

Brandi Fisher 
President/CEO 

Alliance for Police Accountability 

Claudy Pierre 
CEO 

Arnold's Tea 

Quincy Jones 

Executive Director 

Beltzhoover Neighborhood Council 

Tim Stevens 
Chairman & CEO 

The Black Political Empowerment Project (B-PEP) 

Derrick Tillman 
Bridge the Gap 

Monica Ruiz 
Executive Director 
Sr. Barbara Finch, Esq. 

Nancy A. Hubley, Esq. 

Pittsburgh Director 
Education Law Center 

Families Against Mandatory Minimums (FAMM) 

Jasmine Gonzales Rose 
Associate Professor of Law 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 


Casa San Jose 

Liana Maneese and Sydney Olberg 
The Center on Interracial Relationships 

Sean Reese 
CEO 

Club Secrets 

Coalition to Abolish Death By Incarceration-West 

Safdar Khwaja 
President 

Council on American-lslamic Relations, Pittsburgh 

Dustin Gibson 
Co-Founder 

Disability Advocates for Rights and Transition 

Nickole Nesby 
Mayor, City of Duquesne 

Lamont Jefferson 
Executive Director 
Eat Clean 

Thomas J. Farrell, Esq. 

Farrell Reisinger & Comber, LLC. 

Leonard Hammond II 
Executive Director 
Hammond's Initiative 

David A. Harris 
Professor of Law 

University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

Matthew J. Lamberti, Esq. 

Supervising Attorney 
Justice At Work 



Let's Get Free: The Woman and Trans Prisoner 
Defense Committee 

Jules Lobel 

Bessie McKee Walthour Professor of Law 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 

Lisette McCormick, Esq. 

Ricky Olds 

Erin Kramer 
Executive Director 
One Pennsylvania 

lHood Media 

Reggie Good 
Program Officer 
Operation Better Block 

Alexandra Morgan-Kurtz, Esq. 

PA Institutional Law Project 

Rev. Darlene M. Figgs 

Education Task Force Chair 

Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN) 

Rev. Dr. John C. Welch 

Chair, Spiritual Leaders Caucus 

Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network 

PA Student Power 

Rev. Dr. Vincent Kolb 
6th Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Rodney Adam Lyde 
Board Member 

Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN) 
Jessica Benham 

The Pittsburgh Center for Autistic Advocacy 


Darnika Reed 

Education Rights Advocate and Organizer 
Pittsburgh Coalition to End the Deadly Exchange 

Darcel Madkins 
Keith Murphy 
Co-Conveners 

Pittsburgh Justice Collaborative (PJC) 

Delores Dupree 
President 

Rankin/Mon Valley/Pittsburgh Section of the 
National Council of Negro Women 

Micheal Light 
Executive Director 
Safe Streets 

Tiffany E. Sizemore, Esq. 

Assistant Clinical Professor 
Duquesne University School of Law 

Gabby Monroe 
Stop Behind Bars 

V. Fawn Walker-Montgomery 
Take Action Mon-Valley 

Rabbi James Gibson 
Temple Sinai 

Sala Udin 

Director, Pittsburgh School Board 
Former Pittsburgh City Councilman 

Richard Williams 

Unitarian Universalist Pennsylvania Legislative 
Advocacy Network (UUPLAN) 

Richard Garland 

Assistant Professor of Public Health Practice 
University of Pittsburgh School of Public Health 



Esther L Bush 
President & CEO 

Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh 

Rick Adams 
Co-Convener 

Western Pennsylvania Black Political Assembly 

Sue Frietsche, Esq. 

Women's Law Project 

Kevin McNair 
1 Nation Mentoring 

Witold J. Walczak 
Legal Director 
ACLU of Pennsylvania 



